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together everyone always matters
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COMMITMENT & RULES

At Team Dixon we do not charge for our events and activities as a general rule, and creating a cooperative effort where our families can all contribute is our goal.  We will be holding a variety of events and activities throughout the year and your child will have the ability to CHOOSE which event(s) you would like to participate in.  In order to participate in Team Dixon, please be aware of the following rules:

1. Participation:  Parents must evaluate the event and determine if the event is appropriate for your child.  We want their experience at Team Dixon to be fun, if you do not think that the event will be fun for your child, they do not need to participate.  Please take into consideration if they are or have been recently sick, if the proposed event will “over stimulate” the child and create behavioral issues, if your child actually likes to do the proposed activity, or any other specific concern/consideration for the events.  

2. Guardianship:  Parents are required to attend the event through the duration of the entire event.  We recognize that parents may decide to send their child to an event under the guardianship of someone else.  TEAM Dixon requires notification and approval, a minimum of 24 hours from the date of event.  Parent must fill out and submit an Accident/Emergency Information & Consent to Treatment Form for advance approval. Forms can be found on Team Dixon’s website, and scanned/ sent via email or FB messenger.  Note this is ONLY if someone other than the parent/guardian will be attending with the child. 

3. Siblings: We understand that many of our families have siblings.  Team Dixon allows the participation of siblings at some of our events when possible.  Please understand that if there is an entry fee into the events, parents will be responsible for any fees that need to be paid.  There are instances that siblings will not be permitted to participate.  Notice will be give when participation is appropriate.  Siblings will be the responsibility of the parents and will not be promised a buddy.
4. Designated Buddy:  Special needs children that do not participate as an “active” member (3 or more events per year) may not be paired up with the same buddy at each event.

5. Volunteering:  Parents are asked to commit to providing 5 hours of volunteer hours throughout the year.  This can include participation in events, fundraiser set up/clean up, working as part of a committee such as the Buddy Bash Committee, Performance committee,  etc. Hours must be completed during the TEAM year (July - Aug) each year and do not carry over to the next year. We recognize that parents and families of special needs children are VERY busy.  As such, a family can designate a volunteer who may complete the hours on their behalf (i.e. aunt, grandparent, friend, etc) and thus further build our TEAM. This designee MUST be identified prior to the activity for which they are volunteering. 

6. Fundraising:  Parents may choose to participate in TEAM Dixon fundraisers, but ARE NOT required to do so. If you are interested in either contacting a local business for donations or initiating a fundraiser on behalf of TEAM Dixon, prior approval MUST be obtained by filling out a Donation and Fundraiser Request.  Forms can be found in our Facebook group files or can be requested by emailing us at ehurtado@email.com. 

 BUDDY EXPECTATIONS- 

As you are aware a major part of the success of our program is from the amazing teenagers that have volunteered to be buddies, as well as their parents.  Our buddies balance their own activities, managing to make time to come and be part of our TEAM.  We are so very grateful to have them.  There are some things that we want to make sure everyone is aware of:

1. Not Babysitters or Professionals:  Team Dixon  Buddies are not babysitters.  Please DO NOT plan on leaving your child unattended at ANY events that we hold.  Parents (or properly appointed guardians) are required to be present.  Please also pay attention to how your child is feeling at the event.  You are the expert when it comes to your child and we rely on your help to make our event enjoyable for everyone.  If your child becomes over stimulated, tired, aggressive, needs a break, wants to leave, or any other needs, we rely on you, the expert, to let us know how to support them. Our buddies are teenagers, they are not professionals.  Their job is to be a friend. If at any point the needs of the child fall beyond the friendship role, we will require either the parent to participate or a professional, such as an ABA therapist.  Our program needs to be safe, as well as, fun for both the special needs child and their buddy.  If the majority of the events do not fit the needs of your child, it may require a participation evaluation with the TEAM Dixon Staff.

2. Potty Training:  If your child is still working on potty training, please be aware that our buddies are NOT responsible for taking children to the bathroom. 

3. Dedicated Buddies:  Sometimes your buddy may not be available.  TEAM Dixon will make EVERY attempt to have a routine buddy for your child, but if your buddy is not available, please understand that we will hand select a special friend to be your child’s buddy for that event.  Whenever possible we will notify you in advance, so that you can prepare your child for the change.  

4. Extra-Curricular Activities:  We realize that your special needs child and buddy may become great friends, in fact we hope that will happen!  You may even consider reaching out to your buddy to initiate outings beyond the TEAM Dixon events or babysitting.  We encourage the friendships that we are building but want to be sure that consideration is given to our buddies and their time.  Please be aware that there is only so much time that the buddy can give to our program and any extra-curricular activities (with our families or not) that take them away from our program may impact their ability to be a TEAM Dixon buddy at our events.  

I hereby acknowledge and agree to the commitment, rules and buddy expectations for my child’s (__________________________________) participation in TEAM Dixon.

Parent Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________

(Print Name)
Parent Signature:  ____________________________________________
Date:  __________

Please be sure to "join" our Facebook group for Team Dixon. Even if you are not a regular Facebook user, this is the way we communicate all updates, information, and upcoming events, and Facebook will send these to your email address. 

If at any time there are questions about Team Dixon, please feel free to contact Erica Hurtado at   707-365-6523 or by email ehurtado@email.com,  or message us at Team Dixon’s Facebook page. 

